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(57) ABSTRACT

A user-selectable force conversion apparatus includes a first
and a second connecting member that are pivotally connected
to each other between a sliding member and a fixed member.
The apparatus also includes a leaf spring holder for remov-
ably retaining one or more leaf springs and loading the second
connecting member with a substantially linear force response
of'the leaf springs. A user may change the combination of leaf
springs and/or vary a length ratio for the first and second
connecting members and thereby change the force response
of the apparatus. Movement of the sliding member by the
mechanical input may convert the substantially linear force
response of the leaf springs to a user-selected force response
for the mechanical input. A corresponding method is also
disclosed.
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